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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-3.8.10 and 11 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) Sand 6 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 September 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Davis et al (6231730). 

Davis et al disclose a cathode frame for receiving and retaining a cathode plate 
that is constructed as an Integrally formed frame body having a base member and side 
members which provide a continuous channel there through for retaining the peripheral 
edge of a cathode plate, and is further structured with a cross frame extending between 
the side members for receiving a cathode plate there through. The cross frame is 
integrally formed with the side members and base member and the cathode frame is 
configured to retain a filter media there against. See abstract. Handles provide a means 
for supporting the frame along the sides of an electrolytic tank or on some structure 
associated with the tank sides for that purpose. The integral construction of the handles 
as a part of the cathode frame enable the frame to be raised by the handles without 
having the handles warp or separate from the side members to which they are formed. 
See col. 3, lines 14-28. A channel is formed along the inside edge of the two side 
members and base member of the cathode frame and is continuous about the inside 
edge of the cathode frame and is constructed to center the cathode plate in the cathode 
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frame. See col. 3, lines 52-58. The cathode frame is manufactured from an electrically 
insulating material such as that of plastic. And glass reinforcement may be provided in 
the mixture of the plastic material to impart strength. See col. 4, lines 26-31 . 

The prior art of Davis et al anticipates the applicants instant claims as instantly 
presented. The recitation in the instant claims with respect to grip lugs appears to be 
inherent in the handles provided for in the Davis et al patent as these handles are there 
to transfer and support the cathode plate and frame in an electrolytic cell. The handles 
shown in the Davis et al figures inherently shows that the handles have a slight incline 
due to the curvature in the handles and that the entire cathode frame appears to 
inherently be the distribution element that supports the cathode plate when inserted 
within the groove of the cathode frame. Therefore, the prior art of Davis et al anticipates 
the applicants instant claims as set forth. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5 and 6 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

4. Claims 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to teach and/or suggest a transfer and insulation 
portions of single piece construction wherein the suspension rod of the electrode is 
fastened by a fastening point to an insulation portion, so that such portion at least partly 
surrounds the suspension rod that passes through the device. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bruce F. Bell whose telephone number is 571-272-1296. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571 272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BFB /Bruce F. Bell/ 

September 30, 2008 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1 795 



